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Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008

1. Definition of disabilities

2. Activities of a person’s life covered by the Act

3. Who is covered by the Act

4. Way’s Congress helps disabled through this law.



We are a STEM School we don’t have disabled students

Students on the autism spectrum gravitate towards STEM careers

Students with ADD, ADHD, Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, Vision impairment, hearing 

impairment

● Mobility

● Manual dexterity

● Physical coordination

● Ability to lift, carry or move everyday objects

● Speech, hearing or eyesight

● Memory or ability to concentrate, learn or understand

● Understanding of the risk of physical danger.



Meeting with Departments on Campus



Disability Statement

Kettering University:

The University will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 

documented disabilities.  Students need to register with the Wellness Center 

every term they are enrolled in classes.  To be assured of having services 

when they are needed, students should contact the Wellness Center the first 

week of each term.  Note that it is the student’s responsibility to arrange 

accommodations with each professor.  For more information on “Disability 

Services,” refer to the Student Life section of the Undergraduate Catalog or 

the Student Life webpage.  This information is also noted in the student 

handbook.  



Disability Statement

Villanova University:

Strives to provide an environment for personal and intellectual growth of all its 

students, and also complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  In order to meet these commitments, 

Villanova offers educational opportunities and reasonable academic accommodations 

for the needs of qualified students with disabilities.  The standards for academic credit 

should not be modified for students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities have 

fulfilled the same entrance requirements, have the same range of backgrounds and 

experiences as other students at Villanova, and should be fully capable of meeting 

Villanova’s standards.  The University’s goal is to provide access and reasonable 

accommodations in helping the students achieve those expectations.



Disability Statement

Berea College

Will provide reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities to 

make all learning experiences accessible.  If you feel you may need 

accommodations based on the impact of a disability or health condition, 

please contact Lisa Ladanyi (DAS - Disability & Accessibility Services, 

111 Lincoln Hall, 859-985-3237, lisa.ladanyi@berea.edu) to initiate a 

conversation about your options.  Please know that accommodations are 

not retroactive, so avoid any delays.

mailto:lisa.ladanyi@berea.edu


We don’t want to be forced to comply



Where can the Library go for help?

Association of College & Research Libraries’ (ACRL) Universal Accessibility Interest Group (UAIG) serves as a resource



Impact of Library doing this?



How a dyslexic person sees print



Help: fonts for people with dyslexia

Examples:

● Open Dyslexic (shown)

● Dyslexia Font



Which is easier to read?

Does our choice of background colors

and text colors Help or hurt our users



Staff awareness training

My disability is only one part of who I am!



What measures can the Library take to help?

Dragon Naturally Speaking software loaded on four computers in the Library and 

on a laptop.

https://shop.nuance.com

https://shop.nuance.com/store/nuanceus/Custom/pbpage.resp-dragon-home-bf-2013-digital?utm_medium=dr_nam_ps&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=dragon&utm_term=dragon%20naturally%20speaking&cvokeywordid=33|305987&cvosrc=ps.Google.dragon%20naturally%20speaking&utm_term=dragon%20naturally%20speaking&adid=289244112708&matchtype=e&addisttype=g&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyo_7-YG04AIVRrbACh0DxgFVEAAYASAAEgLMf_D_BwE


MacSpeech Scribe

https://www.macupdate.com/app/mac/34121/macspeech-scribe

https://www.macupdate.com/app/mac/34121/macspeech-scribe


Livescribe Smartpens
https://www.livescribe.com/en-us/smartpen/

https://www.livescribe.com/en-us/smartpen/


Help for Hearing Disabled

https://www.ada.gov/

SuperEar Plus Sonic Ear Personal Sound Amplifier

Personal Sound Amplifier

https://www.ada.gov/


Reading Material to Students

Natural Readers Software:

https://www.naturalreaders.com/online/

https://www.naturalreaders.com/online/


Text to speech software

Balabolka

http://www.cross-plus-a.com/balabolka.htm

Zabaware

https://www.zabaware.com/reader/

http://www.cross-plus-a.com/balabolka.htm
https://www.zabaware.com/reader/


Word Talk 

https://www.wordtalk.org.uk/Home/



Other sources to help with reading

Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD)



Machines that will read to you:

Intel Reader Kurzweil Reader



Proofreading software



Proofreading software

https://www.gingersoftware.com/proofreading

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY THAT UNDERSTANDS YOU

https://www.ghotit.com/



Math tools



Math Talk

https://mathtalk.com/



Screen readers

NonVisual Desktop Access

Jaws Screen Reader
Cobra Screen Reader

Window Eyes Screen Reader VoiceOver Screen Reader Orca Screen Reader



Sign language converted into speech 
http://globalaccessibilitynews.com/2017/01/27/students-invented-gloves-that-convert-sign-language-into-speech/

Global Accessibility News

https://youtu.be/O0rxxJvD5Rw

http://globalaccessibilitynews.com/2017/01/27/students-invented-gloves-that-convert-sign-language-into-speech/
https://youtu.be/O0rxxJvD5Rw


Computer Aided Real-Time Transcription (CART)

● An instant translation of the spoken word into English text using a stenotype machine, a notebook computer and real-time 

software.

● The text appears on a computer monitor or some other type of display

● The Americans with Disabilities Act recognizes CART as an assistive technology that provides “effective communication 

access”



Assistive Listening Devices

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES (ALDS)

The three common ALDs are:

● Inductive loop systems

● FM systems

● Infrared systems



Need compliance in our websites and databases

We have web accessibility in mind
Our mission is to empower organizations to make their web content accessible to people with 

disabilities.

https://webaim.org/



Issues found with many websites and databases



Our Databases Websites

IEEE Xplore

IOPscience (Institute of Physics)

Journal List A-Z

JSTOR Global Plants

JoVE (Journal of Visualized 

Experiments)

Kanopy (Films)

Kettering University Archives

Knovel Science & Engineering 

Datasets

LibGuides

Lynda Course Tutorials

Mango Languages

MiTracking - Michigan Environmental 

Health Public Health Tracking

Michigan Academician

60 Minutes Collection

Access Engineering

ACM Digital Library

(Assoc for Computing Machinery)

American Chemical Society

ArXiv

ASME Digital Collection

ASTM Compass Standards

Business Source Premier

CRCnetBASE (Engineering ebooks)

Digital Thesis Archive

Engineering Case Studies

Engineering Village—Compendex

GrantForward

Google Scholar

HathiTrust Digital Library

ProQuest Global

PubMed

PubMed Central

SAE Mobilus

ScienceDirect

SciFinder: A CAS Solution

SPIE Digital Library (Society for 

Optics + Photonics)

Springer Journals

Statista Statistics Portal

Web of Science



What I found out using Wave

Checked our ebook package ENGnetBASE.



Wave results continued



Distance Learning



Library Staff in Distance Learning

● The person dealing with disability support services should be involved in the planning of library services for 

distant learners. 

● Dedicated staffing for library services shows the Library is willing to meet their needs and to help them with 

whatever they need. 

● This is essential when planning for the future, discussing potential purchases, creating budgets, and so on.



Library policies

● Written policy and support for users with disabilities needs 

to be present in the library and at the library’s home 

institution.  

● Library must provide a personal touch for these users by 

having an individual directly responsible for distant and/or 

accessible services. 



Physical building for ADA compliance

Rules to adhere to:

● Main entrance and door openings

● Book returns

● Floors



Physical building continued

● Lighting

● Aisles

● Furniture and tables

● Computer stations

● Checkout counter



Physical building continued

● No cords across the floor

● Signs

● Water fountains

● Emergency preparedness



How do we define disabilities

● Disability results from an individual’s “deficiencies” or 

“abnormalities”

● Disability results from interactions between 

individuals and society

● Individuals should adapt to societal norms and 

expectations

● Society should adapt to allow individuals to flourish

● The remedy for disability is the cure or normalization 

of the individual

● The remedy is a change in the interactions between 

individuals and society

● Accommodations and access for individuals with 

official diagnoses so that their basic, legally defined 

needs are met

● Access benefits everyone

● Disability is a problem and should be eliminated or 

hidden

● Disability is difference that should be valued
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Your Next Steps

What will you do now?

What strategies for inclusion are you going to put into effect at your 

Library for those with disabilities?

Which principles discussed can you adopt at your Library?

Are you going to strive for accommodation (extras we give to the 

students so they can be successful), or are you going to provide access 

which is rethinking how we will provide for diverse bodies, minds, 

learning styles, backgrounds, etc?


