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What are retracted articles?



A retracted article violates a
professional code of ethics

4

It's the ‘self-correction’
method of scholarly publishing



Wakefield, Murch, et al.
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Stimulus-triggered fate conversion of
somatic cells into pluripotency

Haruke Obokata'*, Temmmwakaymu" Yoshiki Sasai®, Kojl Kojima', Martin P. Vacant™, Hitosh! Niwa®, Masayukd Yamato®

& Charles A. Vacant

2 unique cellular

Here we report
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sipotent cell. 'l'hnlugllu:] time imaging of STAP cells derived from purified
committed somatic cells give rise to STAP cells by reprogramming rather than selection.

‘ment analysis, we found that

the generation of pha-
Iymphucylu.aswdlnmmlmn

STAP cells showe a substantial decrease in DNA methylation in the regulatory regions of pluripotency mxarker genes.
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CD90 (T cells). CD19¢B cells)and D34 (haematopoictic progenitors™),
and subjected them to Jow-pH treatment. Cells of these Fractions,
inchuding T and B cells, generated Ortd-GFP* cells atan efficacy com-

i e simple chemical pmwbmlm

Low pH triggers fate conversion in somatic cells

CD45* 5]
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Article’sveracity is

Process for article retractions

N Suspicion that article violates
article professional ethics but have not
reached a conclusion yet

Editorissuesan
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Publication Ethics
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and retraction
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Retracted artic

In addition to the C1/C2 n hu-

‘Pleiotropy
position, as observed for other host-pathogen in-
(7). Previous work has also implicated
the C2 transferrin variant as a risk factor for
disorders involving iron metabolism, ineluding
Alzheimer's discase; however, these associations

the ions tested and interactions with other
susceptibility loci Hzﬁ)wrﬁlmu@pmwdel
functional basis for human i

and establish an important role for riional
immunity in recent human evolution.

Although canonical innate immunity factors
have been appreciated as nodes of host-virus.
evolution, our work demonstrates that nutri=
tional immunity has played a fundamental role
in the survival of primate populations chal-
lenged by bacterial pathogens. H. influenzae
and N. meningitidis remain a major source of
morbidity and mortality in regions where vac-
cim coverage is poor (27, 26) and drugeresistant

is developing into an urgent public
hmld: threat (29). By illuminating the battle for
iron as & major driving foree of host-pathogen
evolution, from 40 million years of primate di-
vergence to emerging human epidemics today,
our studies reveal new reservoirs of genetic re-
sistance to infectious diseases.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE

When contact changes minds:
An experiment on transmission
of support for gay equality

Michael J. LaCour" and Donald P. Green®

Can

single conversation change minds on divisive social issues, such as same-sex
m:rnlxl? A randomized placebo-controlled tri:
messengers were effective at encourag

assessed whether gay (n = 22) or straight
voters (n = 972) to support same-sex

19) g
Marisgs snd whether afitude change parsisted anc spresd to others In voters’ socis
networks. The results, measured by an unrelated panel survey. show that both gay and
straight canvassers produced large effects initially, but only gay canvassers' effects.
persisted in 3-week, 6-week, and 3-month follow-ups. We also find strong evidence of

within-household transmission of opini

change, but only in the wake of conversations.

with gay canvassers. Contact with gay canvassers further caused substantial change in the
ratings of gay men and lesbians more generally. These large, persistent. and contagious
effects were confirmed by a follow-up experiment. Contact with minorities coupled with
discussion of issues pertinent to them is capable of producing a cascade of opinion change.

oremost amang theories of prejudice recuce
tion (1) s the contact hypothesis (2), which
contends that outgroup hostility diminishes
when people from different groups interact
with one another. Although contact is cred=
ited with reducing prejudice toward a wide
array of outgroups (3), in practice it is often diffi-
cult to facilitate intergroup contact of sufficient
duration todispel negative stereotypes and build
empathy. For this reason, research attention has
on

tact is sufficient to produce meaningful and en-
during attitude change. Recent iterature reviews
have been tentative on this point, noting the lack
of randomized experiments that track attitudes
months after the intervention (6

Our theoretical contribution is to introduce
the distinction between active and passive con-
tact, which are posited to produce different ef-
fiects i the context of a brief intergroup encounter
Whereas passive contact involves personal es

may be deployed in a more compressed time
fram

sure toan (e, through col-
I.mnmu\‘t activity), active contact involves, in

with outgroup members during the course of 3
conversation (#) and the “extended contact” that
‘oceurs when one learns that a. close friend has
experienced positive contact with an outgroup
(5). The question is whether brief or indirect con-

"Departrment of Political Seience. unmwmummm Los
Angeles (UCLA). Los Angeles. CA. nt of
Poltical Science, Columbia nm-mxy T s . S

M. J. LaCour, D. P. Green (2014), Science 346(6215

an issue that di-
vm-s the two groups (e, discussion o recent

iple,
‘contact has the potential to both reduce nmmnv
toward outgroups and to change attitudes on
divisive issues. Our empirical contribution is the
first field-based experimental demonstration of
persistent attitude change in the wake of active

sciencemagorg SCIENCE
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INSIGHTS

Edited by Jennifer Sills

Editor’s note
ON 20 MAY, in response to questions
about the validity of the methods and
data in the 2014 Report by M. J. LaCour
and D. P. Green, Science published online
an Editorial Expression of Concern on
the Report. On 28 May, Science released
online an Editorial Retraction of the
paper. Articles first published online are
typically published in print a few weeks
after online posting. Because of the rapid
chain of events in this case, both the
ditorial Retraction and the Editorial
Expression of Concern are printed here.
‘The Editorial Retraction is Science’s final
decision on this paper and supersedes
the earlier Editorial Expression
of Concern.

Mareia MeNutt
Editor-in-Chiaf

Editorial retraction
SCIENCE, WITH THE concurrence of
12 December 2014 Report “When contact
changes minds: An experiment on trans-
mission of support for gay equality” by
LaCour and Green ().

The reasons for retracting the paper
are as follows: (i) Survey incentives
were misrepresented. To encourage

in the survey,

Antibiotics have beenfound in pork i China.
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Pubished online 28 May 2015
DOLI01126 /s cimnce. 2c6638

iiortal expression
of concern

IN THE 12 December 2014 issue, Seience

hanges minds: An experiment on transmis-
sion of support for gay equality” by Michael
J. LaCour and Donald P. Green (1). On 19
May 2015, author Green requested that
Science retract the paper because of the
unavailability of raw data and other irregu-
larities that have emerged in the published
paper. Science is urgently working toward

were claimed to have been given cash
payments to enroll, to refer family
and friends, and to complete multiple
surveys. In correspondence received
from Michael J. LaCour's attorney, he
confirmed that no such payments were
made. (i) The statement on sponsor-
ship was false. In the Report, LaCour
acknowledged funding from the
Williams Institute, the Ford Foundation,
and the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr.
Fund. Per correspondence from LaCour's
attomey, this statement was not true.
In addition to these known problems,
independent researchers have noted
certain statistical irregularities in the
responses (2). LaCour has not produced
the original survey data from which
someone else could independently con-
firm the validity of the reported findings.
Michael J. LaCour does not agree to
this Retraction.
Mareia McNutt
Editor-in-Ghie

the resolution, while ensuring
that a fair process is followed. In the mean-
time, Science is publishing this Editorial
Expression of Concern to alert our readers
0 the fact that serious questions have been
raised about the validity of findings in the
LaCour and Green paper.

McNute
Editor-inChiaf

REFERENGE
L. M.J.LaCou; DL P Gremn Science 345, 166 (2014).
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Antibiotics crisis
in China

THE EMERGENCE OF antibi

e vs. retraction notice

tap water of Chinese homes (1). Urban
water supplies present multiclass antibiotic
residues, induding those of fluoroquino-
lones (broad-spectrum antibiotics whose
use is discouraged except in treating serious
bacterial infections). Antibiotic residues
‘have been found in foods, including pork
(2), aquatic products (3), vegetables (4),
and milk (5). For instance, the Shanghai
Food and Drug Administration found 7.7%
of aquatic products to be unacceptable for
human eonsumption because of antibiotic
residues (6). Antibiotic residues are also
found in vegetable samples, especially those
grown in manure-amended soil (7). In one
study, 47% of raw milk samples from 10
provinces of China were found positive for
antibiotic residues (5).

At least three factors are responsible
for this new antibiotic-related erisis in
China. First, the country is the largest
producer and consumer of antibiotics,
reaching about 210,000 tons of antibiotics
annually (8). Antibiotics are misused and
discharged into the environment, where
they pollute crop-producing soil and
oundwater and rivers that are sources of
drinking water, such as the Yangtze River
(7). Second, an important source of antibi-
oties in food is antibiotic residues present.
in the agricultural and livestock indus-
tries (9). In China, about 97,000 tons of
antibiotics [46% of all antibiotics used in
the country (8)] are used in its livestock to
prevent disease and improve production
(8). In addition to residues present in live-
stock food products, misuse of antibioties
results in 29,000 to 87,000 tons of antibi-
otic residues annually in livestock waste,
which is used as manure soil amendment

pathogens has become a global public
health crisis. A new and serious crisis is
emerging in China: Antibiotics have pol-
luted the food and drinking water supply.

Antibiotics are detectable in the residential

, 1366-1369; M. McNutt (2015), Science 348(6239), 1100.

for erop thereby

tamination of agricultural products with
antibiotics (10). Third, a main reason for

this emerging erisis is the lack of effective

supervision over the production, use, and

disposal of antibiotics. For instance, one of




How retracted articles are marked online varies

Retraction of “Mechanical Reconfiguration of Sterecisomers”

Kelly M. Wiggins, Todd W. Hudnall, Qilong Shen, Matthew J. Kryger, Jeffrey 5. Moore, and Christopher W.
Blelawski*

o Am. Chem. Soc., 2015, 137 (9). pp 3426-3428
DOI: 10.1021/jacs 5601968

Publication Date (Web}: March 11, 2015
Copyright © 2015 American Chemical Socety

Note: In liu of an abstract, this is the article’s first page.

JACS ==

Retraction of “Mechanical Reconfiguration of Sterecisomers”

Kelly M. Wiggins, Todd W. Hudnall, Qllong Shen, Matthew J. Kryger, Jeffrey S. Moore,
and Christopher W. Bielawski

J Am. Chem. Sox. 2010, 132, 325

Ol 10.1021/329107 165

Based o0 an investigation conducted by The Office of Research

atile are unechiable 2 4 result of seeotsic misconduct by one
ofthe co-suthors afisted with the University af the time of its
peblicaion. The authary retrsct this aniche avvordingly.

“The orginal paper was peblshed Febrwary I8, 2010 (1 An
Chems, Sox. 2010, 132, 32563257, DOL 10.1021/359107168),

Mechanical Reconfiguration of Stereoisomers

Kelly M. Wiggins?, Todd W. Hudnallt, Qilong Shen®, Matthew J. Kryger®, Jefirey S. Moore®, and Christopher W.
Bielawski*t

Depariment of Chemistry and Biochemistry. The University of Texas at Austin. Austin, Texas 78712, and Department of
Chemistry, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, lllinois 61801

J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2010, 132 (10), pp 3256-3257

DOI: 10.1021/ja910716s

Publication Date (Web): February 18, 2010

Copyright @ 2010 American Chemical Soclety

biel

vski@em utexas.edu, TUniversity of Texas at Austin., £Ur

rsity of llinois at Urbana-Champaign

Withdrawn
This paper was withdrawn on March 11, 2015 (J. Am. Chem. Soc, 2015, 137, DOI;
10.1021/jacs.5b01988),

Retraction notice

Abstract

Poly(methyl acrylate) of varying molecular weight was grown from the enantiopure ditopic initiator
(R)- or (S)-1,1-binaphthyl-2,2"-bis-(2-bromoisobutyrate). Subjecting CHzCN solutions of high-

Article record on
journal’s website

JIAICIS
This papes s etrcted oo Mirch 11,3013 1., Chem. S 2813, 137, DOL 10,021 sca 01588
i

Ky M. Wiggin.' Tood W. Huonal’ Qices Shan.! Matihaw J Kryge:,' Jesiey 5. Moors* and
Chiistophar W. Belawiks™!

Full text of
retracted article




Now it's your
turn!

What are some
reasons you
think would

cause an article

to be retracted?
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5. Can't contact author who collected the data

Article
s Crtd Qe
RETRACTED: Effects of Violent Media on 2014 Nt Ao
Verbal Task Performance in Gifted and ;“%E;ﬂmm
General Cohort Children S i
§SAGE
Yakup Getin', Jonathan Wai’, Cengiz Altay', and Brad J. Bushman®*
Abstract
Violent media immediately grab our attention. However, violent media also detract ats body of

research shows that violent media impair attention and memory, critical resources
tasks at school. The present study tested whether gifted children are more ins

cartoon. Thus, the violent video eliminated the typical advantage gifted children Migaon verbal tasks. These findings suggest
that the harmful effects of violent media on verbal tasks are great ed childs for general cohort children.

Keywords
violent media, giftedness, IQ, sensiivity, verbal task performan

Children will watch anything, and when a broadcast

Atention and memory are required to perform many
perhaps especially at school. A large body of research
shows violent media impair attention and memory. For
example, a recent meta-analytic review showed violent
media impair memory for advertisements (Lull & Bushman,
2015). Previous rescarch has also shown that violent media
impair learning foreign languages (Lull, Cetin, & Bushman,
2015) and impair school performance (Cetin, Lull, Celikbas,
& Bushman, 2015), The present research was designed to
replicate and extend these findings by testing whether vio-
lent media also impair verbal task performance and the
patential moderating role of giftedness on the effects.

Is Giftedness a Protective Factor, Vulnerability
Factor, or Unimportant Factor for Violent Media

Effects on Verbal Task Performance?

% not only grab our attention, they e

divert 3Ngtion away from other cues. Neuroscience research  Gifted children may differ in important ways from their same
suggests (MQolent cues have attentional priority because of  age peers, perhaps being more immune or more vulnerable to

their arousal Wapacity (for a review, se¢ Lull & Bushman,

2015). The cues directly responsible for emotional arousal
efit from enhancy tion, whereas the cues not respon-

benefit from enhanced attention, whereas the cues notrespon- 50 SO bl Teker

sible for emotional arousal s PThe Ohlo S Univaraiy, Cobambs, OH, USA

(Mandler, 2014). In other words, violent cues are processed U University Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands

as central cues, whereas surrounding cues are processed as = nding :

peripheral cues. Peripheral cues are less likely 0 be atiended g » s schost of Commricaton, The Ohio Sate Universiy.

3016 Derby Hall 154 North Oval Mall Columbus, OH 43210, USA.

Emaik bushman 20@esu.edu

'Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey

‘Wolf, 2012; Yeari, Oudega, & van den Broek, 2016).

Cetin, Y., Wai, J., et al. (2016). Gifted Child Quarterly, 60(4), 279-287.

Retraction notice: “Unfortunately,
the data collection procedures
could not be verified because the
author who collected the data
(Cengiz Altay) could not be
contacted following the attempted
coup in Turke)e




4. Professor plagiarizes his student’s thesis

e Professional organization’s
report: Professor “failed to
acknowledge the contribution

2} Environmental Geotechnics

I Issue 1, February 2014, pp. 48-55

Withdrawn: Study on large strain consolidation of mine waste

of [co-author and student] to )
the submitted academic | fe
paper.’ e

e Professor’s defense: | wrote /
part of the student’s thesis

Azam. (2014) Environmental Geotechnics, 1(1), 48-55.

News article: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/u-of-r-engineering-professor-found-guilty-of-plagiarizing-student-s-work-1.4033447



3. First author fabricated data from 900+ patients

e First author “faked everything:

names, diagnosis, gender,
weight, age, drug use.”

e All co-authors were complete
unaware

e Ultimately, first author had
several articles retracted and
doctorate in medicine revoke

Sudbo, Lee, et al. (2005) The Lancet, 366(9494), 1359-1366

his

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs and the risk of oral
cancer: a nested case-control study

JSudb, || Lee, SM Lippman, | Mork, § Sagen, N Flatner, A Ristimaki, A Sudbe, L Mac, X Zhou, WKildal, | Evensen, A Reith, A [ Dunnenterg

Summary

Background Nomstersidal antidnflammatary drugs [Ns,\m;p seem to prevent several types of cancer
d whed

increase the risk of

ther use of NSAIDs was

change in the incidence of oral cancer or overall or ::ld.wmm]ar ‘martality.

Methads We undertook 2 nested casecontral study to analyse data from a populationha:
Narway; CONOR), which consisted of prospectively obtained health data fram all regio
oral cancer were identified from the 9241 individuals in CONOR who were at i
heavy smoking (=15 packsyears), and matched controls were selected from the re

not have cancer).

Findings We identified and analysed 454 {5%) peaple with oral cancer [
diagnosis 633 [13-3] years) and 454 matched controbs ned08); 263 (.
paracetaml {far a minimum of 6 months), and 362 (62%) had used
use) was associabed with 2 recuced risk of aral cancer (including in

037060, p<0-0001). Smoking cessation also
Additionally, krngperm use of NSAIDs (but not paracel

disease-related death [2-06, 1.34-3 18, p=0-001). NSAID

Interpretation Longberm use of NSAIDs is associa
for a cazeful risk-benefit analysis when the

Introduction

st the ey of W mpmmmﬂimﬂmﬂ o

lencoplakia ™
NSAID: inkibit cycloasygerse (COX) activty and
E,. Raiced

bt nfp)uﬂag]ind.m E. have been ki
both premalignant and malignant lesons, inchuding
squamons cell carcioma of the oral cmity ™ This
increase from the overexpression of COX-L. the
inducible form of COX.*" Several kines of evidence,
beyand the firding of raised amounts of prostagimdin E,
im turnouss, suggest that COX enzymes contribute to the
development of aral cancer. COX can convert pobyclic

News article: http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/23607/title/Lancet-study-faked/

ean [SD] age at
(9%) had used
e (bt st pasretingl
the risk of | 0.32-0.52, p<0.0001}
ased risk of cardiovascular
uce overall mortality (p=0-17).

> @

i af oral cancer fincluding in active
o disease. These findings highlight the need
s considered.

Prestaglandin E, can stimulate cell proliferation and
angingenesis and imhibit apoptosis and  immune
survellance. " NSAIDs protect against the development
of oral cancer in animals ™ Observatienal data have
indicated that NSAIDs are assaciated with the reduced
risk of several types of cancers: ™ but we know of only

hydrocarbons in tobacco smoke to reactive
mesbolites, which form mutagenic DNA adducts = someeebe

Morway (P A Rsth i,

twa previously publiched reports of epidemsclogical Mamstete,

studies of NSAIDs with respect to bead and neck
cancer®* These reparts only inchuded sspirin and
showed canflicting results. Before undertaking a trial to
investigate NSAIDs in reducing the risk of aral cancer in
the very highrisk group of patients with aneuploid
leucoplakia, we did a popubstian-based smdy o eamine

the potential association between longterm NSAID use ™

and the risk of aral cancer in current and previously heas

smokers. We also examined the ;)n!mn:j associations of g

overall and NSAID use.

Methods

in
database

We did a nested casewconin
population-based Cohort of Nerway (CONOR), which
prospectively abiains data for the Norwegian Health
Stacvey frouh Bhree Rurgabiingd beaMl siereys coviring
all geagraphical regions of Norway (Health Surveys of

o study within the Ui




2. Article contains personally identifiable info

PDE S S
mms— Retraction notice: “...certain
sensitive clinical material
regarding the patient
e discussed in the article may

This article corrects:
Retracted: On Separating One from the Other: Images of a Developing Self

Volume 32. Issue 3, 321-337. Article first published online: 15 July 2016 inadvertently reSUIt in the
Apsrac compromise of the patient's

The above article, published in the British Journal of Psychotherapy online on the 15th July, and in print
on 22nd July, 2016 on Wiley Online Library, has been withdrawn by agreement between the journal's

° n
Editor-in-Chief, Ann Scott, and Wiley. This action has been agreed upon by the author, the editor and p r I Va cy
the publisher in response to their joint concern that certain sensitive clinical material regarding the °

patient discussed in the article may inadvertently result in the compromise of the patient's privacy.

Retraction

RETRACTION: Mitrani, J., On Separating One from the
Other: Images of a Developing Self
First published: 21 November 2016 Full putiication history

DOI: 10.1111/bjp.12278  View/save citation

REFERENCE

Mitrani, J. (2016) On separating one from the other: Images of a developing self. British fournal of
Psychotherapy 32(3). DOI: 10.1111/bjp.12227.

Mitrani, J. (2016) British Journal of Psychotherapy 32(3), 321-337.



. Fake reviewer contact information

Original Artice Jraas

JouPl of the Reninongiosnsin-

RETRACTED: Relationship between the
ACE I/D gene polymorphism and TIDN

Aldoscerone Syszem
815, Vol 16(4) NP1 SNFIS
Ohe.

Reprins and permasions:

e Retraction notice:
‘'submitting authors... had

" rrhelig s
into oot wimgssins
Irsagepubcom

Tian-Biao Zhou', Xue-Feng Guo?, Zongpei Jiang'
and Hong-Yan Li*

supplied fabricated contac

Background and objective: The relationship between the angi g enzyme (ACE)
(D) gene polymorphism and type | diabetic nephropathy (T1DN)suSceptibility/risk of type I diabetes mellitus (TIDM)
developing into TIDN in the Caucasian population is still controversial. This study was performed to evaluate the
association of the ACE I/D gene polymorphism with TIDN susceptibility and the risk of TI DM developing into TIDN in
the Caucasian population using the meta-analysis method.
Method: A predefined literature search and selection of eligible relevantstudies were performed to collect data from
electronic databases.
Results: Twenty-one articles were identified for the analysis of the association of the ACE D gene polymorphism
with TIDN suscepebily and the risk of TIDM developing into TIDN in the Caucasian population. The ACE D gene
was not TID! itk of patients with T1DM developing TIDN in the
Caucasian population. Sensitivity analysis atznrdmg to 2'sample size of cases (< 100 vs > 100) was also performed, and
the results were also similar with the non-sensitivity analysis
The ACE D gene was not asseciated with TIDN susceptibility and the risk of patients
with TIDM developing TIDN in the Caucasian population. Hawever, more studies should be performed in the future.

details for their nominated
reviewers”

Y P
associated with significant morbidity and mortality and
its prevalence is inc g worldwide.'* Diabetes mel-
litus includes type 1 digbetes mellitus (T1DM) and type
2 diabetes mellitus (TZDM), Bind thiincidence of diabx
tes mellitus has increised dfimatically over the last se
eral decades.” Diabetic nepheopathy (DN) is a serious
complication of diabetes mellitu§, and it includes
diabetic nephropathy (TIDN) due to TIDM and type-2
diabetic nephropathy (T2DN) duc to TXDM.44 DN as a
cause of end“stagel renal disease (ESRD) is associated
with a pogt life cxpegiiRcy, causing serious socioeco-
nomic problemiss
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(D) ge
Introduction
Diabetes mellitus is a mumlmunal metabolic discase The angiotensin-converting enzyme gene (ACE) is r e r a ' e
anditis  directly involved in the process of cell proliferation,

Zhou, Guo, Jiang and Li. (2015). Journal of Renin-Angiotensin-Aldosterone System, 16(4), NP19-NP26.




And it gets worse....

e Fake reviewer contact info. cause
107 articles to be retracted in
Tumor Biology (April 2017

e Inthe past year, this journal has

retracted a total of 132 articles
e An estimated 15% of all article
retractions between 2012-15 were
caused by fake peer reviews

‘Tomor Bial. (2012) 33:1055-1063
DOI 1010071 32774N 203404

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Joint effect of polymorphism in the N-acetyltransferase 2
gene and smoking on hepatocellular carcinoma

Jie Zhang - Feng Xu - Chunbui Ouyang

Receive
) Imemarional Seciery of Oncalogy and BiaMarkers (ISOBM) 2012

T ———— xc)

Abstract The N-aceryliransferase 2 gene (NAT2) has been

2 gene - Polymorphism

implicated in the of carcinoma
(HCC). However, the resulis have been inconsistent. In this
smudy, the authoes performed a meta-analysis to clarify the
association between NAT2 polymomphism and HCC risk.
Published literamres fiom PubMed, EMBASE, CNKI, and
Wan Fang Data were eetrieved. Pooled odds ratio (OR) with
95% confidence interval (C1) was caleulated using fixed-

random-efiects model. Eight smdies including 1084
cases and 1 682 controls. were idenified foe the da

sis. The overall result showed that there was no s
significant association between NAT2 genol
sisk (slow acetylation vs. rapid/intermed
OR=1.03, 95% CI 0.86-1.24). In the

NAT? genotypes were also not signifi ated with
HCC risk amoag both Europesns (OR: 1086~
1.43) and East Asians (OR=10

ther subgroup analyses based o g status showed

that the effect size was
smokers (OR=21
those who never 26, 95% CI 0:88-1.82)
The present my
were not creased risk of HCC ansong the
overall pofulation but iereased the risk of HOC among the
smoker

I3 S B uyang (1)
af Gastmoemerolagy, The Scceni Xisngyn Haspital,
Central South Univesity,
Chagsha 41001, China
comaik: ouyangebO 126 com

E Xu

af Genenal Surgey, The Second Ximngya Hospial,
Ceniral South University,
Changsha 41001 |, China

Introdu

cliullf carcinoma (HCC) is one of the most com-
lasms worldwide, and nearly half a million eases
mased to occur anmally [1]. Epidemiological stud-
ave indicated that continuous exposure to chemical
ents, including exogenous and endogenous substances,
may be invalved in the development of HCC. However,
only & fraction of individuals who are exposed 1o carci-
nogens will eventually develop HCC, and the diffeeences
in capacity of metsbolic enzymes 1o setivate or deactivate
xenobiotic compounds may help explain the individusl
HCC suscepiibility
The Neacenitransferase 2 gene (NAT2), located on chro-
mosome &p31.3-33.1, encodes phase 11 xenobiotic metabo-
lizing enzyme which plays an essential role in the
metabolism of srematic, heterocyclic amines and hydrazines
via N-acetylation and O-scetylation [2]. To date, many
NAT2 genetic varianis have been identified, and NAT2*4
represents the most comman functional allele. Based on the
number of NAT2*4 alleles, NAT2 genotypes are categorized
as rapid (two NAT2*4 alleles), intermediate (one NAT2%4
allele) and slow (na NAT2*4 allele), referring to their abiliry
1o metabolize or activate xenobiotics. In 1996, Agindez et
al. [3] fist reported that the slow acetylation was associated
with the increased risk of HCC fodds ratio OR)=1.8, 95%
confidence interval (C1) 1.1-3.0], comparing o rapid scet-
ylation. Since then, & number of studies investigating the
association between NAT? genotypes and HCC risk have
been published. However, the results have been inconsistent
[4-11]. The discrepant findings might be due 1o the modest

£ Syt

Retraction Watch Articles: Retraction of 107 articles in Tumor Biology (2017); Retraction of 25 articles in Tumor Biology (2016)
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articles



Other types of notifications

e Correction: small part of article
is flawed, usually due to author

error

o Also called Corrigendum
o Example: Small numerical error in table

e Erratum: production error

(publisher error)
o Example: Author's name is misspelled

o Removal: legal reasons for
removal

CORRIGENDUM

Applied Polymer

Corrigendum: A new biobased plasticizer for poly(vinyl chloride)
based on epoxidized cottonseed oil

Alfredo Carbonell-Verdu, David Garcia-Sanoguera, Amparo Jorda-Vilaplana,
Lourdes Sanchez-Nacher, Rafael Balart

Published online 23 December 2016
DOk 10.1002/app 44746

TArticle in J. Appl. Polym. Sci. 2016, 134, DOI: 10.1002/app.44438]

Original
The published article cited sbove contains an error in column four of Table 11 -t a b I e
Currently reads:

Table IL. Thickness and Mechanical Froperties of Starch Contml and Nanacomposite Fims

Films Thicknasa [mmj Burst Strength (N] Tensile Strangth (MPa]
Control 0.16: 002 141 +130¢ 1438+ 634°
CNCSCPE4 0.24 : 0.028¢

CNCSGPES 0.21: 001"
CNC10GPE4 027+ 0.02"
CNC1OGPEE

1B.B+1.24%

Revised table

e column
Congrol 14.4+064%

CHCSCPE4 168.5+1.21%

CNCSGPES 15.8+135

CNC10GPE4 213+174%
CHC10GPEB 19.8+ 205"

Additionally, iwo seniences in the text on
Currently reads: The control starch film had a BS, TS 2 d %E of 14.1 N, 143.8 MPs, and 12.2%, respectively,
Should read: The control starch film had a BS, TS a d %E of 14.1 N, 14.4 MPa, and 12.2%, respectively.
Carrently reads: Film CNCI0GPES had the highest BS (30.9 N) and TS (213.2 MPa).

Should read: Film CNC10GPE4 had the highest BS (30.9 N and TS (21.3 MFa).

page 4 of 9 need correction to reflect the changes to this table. as follows:

Carbonell-Verdu, Garcia-Sanoguera, et al. (2016) Journal of Applied Polymer Science 133(34) 439
Committee on Publication Ethics Retraction Guidelines http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf




Journals with higher impact factors (IF) have
higher numbers of retracted articles

Why?

1. Articles published in these journals receive more scrutiny
2. High IF journals are more likely to have clear policies
about misconduct

3. Publishing in a higher IF journal provides more incentives
to ‘cut corners’

Fanielli, D. (2013) PLos Medicine, 10(12), e1001563.



The social sciences are not immune to article
retractions

Diederick Stapel

e Dutch social psychologist

e Fabricated data throughout research
career

e Co-authors unaware of misconduct

e 50+ articles retracted and
surrendered his doctorate

http://www.chronicle.com/article/can-a-longtime-fraud-help-fix/231061



The humanities are not immune to article
retractions

Mustapha Marrouchi

e English literature professor

e 20+ articles retracted due to
significant plagiarism

e Fired from University of Nevada -
Las Vegas

http://www.chronicle.com/article/Anatomy-of-a-Serial-Plagiarism/1484 37



Each publisher/journal has different retraction
policies and procedures

Publisher policies:

Elsevier

Wiley
Springer

Taylor & Francis



https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/article-withdrawal
https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/article-withdrawal
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing-open-access/licensing/licensing-info-faqs.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing-open-access/licensing/licensing-info-faqs.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/errata.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/errata.html
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf

Article retractions are on the rise but still
relatively rare

Retractions on the rise

~ 2 million articles O ot ) pot e
pUinShed annua”y FY 2015 |684 ,

e Atleast 1 article retracted

550 | 600 650

50‘ 100| 150| 200| 250 300‘ 350‘ 4oo| 450‘ 500

every day °
e Estimate: >0.1% of =R R
articles are retracted every  pata from: MEDLINE Key
Indicators
year

Marcus and Oransky. (2015) NY Times What's Behind Big Science Frauds?


https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/bsd_key.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/bsd_key.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/bsd_key.html
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About 143,000 results {0.06 sec)

Breast retraction assessment: an objective evaluation of cosmetic results of
patients treated conservatively for breast cancer

RD Pezner, MP Patterson, LR Hill, N Vora... - International Journal of ..., 1985 - Elsevier

Abstract Breast Retraction Assessment (BRA) is an objective evaluation of the amount of

cosmetic retraction of the treated breast in comparison to the untreated breast in patients

who receive conservative treatment for breast cancer. A clear acrylic sheet supported

Cited by 140 Related articles All 8 versions Web of Science: 107 Cite Save

Retraction: Spontaneous human adult stem cell transformation

R De la Fuente, A Bernad, J Garcia-Castro, MC Martin. .. - Cancer Res, 2010 - AACR

The authors retract the article titled "Spontaneous Human Adult Stem Cell Transformation,"
which was published in the April 15, 2005, issue of Cancer Research (1). Upon review of the
data published in this article, the authors have been unable to reproduce some of the

Cited by 84 Related articles All 5 versions Web of Science: 48 Cite Save More

RETRACTION: 5-aza-Cytidine Is a Potent Inhibitor of DNA Methyltransferase 3a
and Induces Apoptosis in HCT-116 Colon Cancer Cells via Gadd45-and p53- ...
R Schneider-Stock, M Diab-Assef, A Rohrbeck... - ... of Pharmacology and ..., 2005 - ASPET

Abstract Methyltransferase inhibitors commonly used in clinical trials promote tumeor cell

death, but their detailed cytotoxic action is not yet fully understood. A deeper knowledge

about their apotosis-inducing mechanisms and their interaction with DNA
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Abstract Erlotinib, a small-molecule epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) tyrosine kinase
inhibitor, has been shown to have potent antitumer effects against human non-small-cell

lung cancer (NSCLC) cell growth; however, the mechanism of such an effect is not
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No big secret.
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“retraction” to your
search




Retraction Watch (retractionwatch.com)

e Independent blog started by two

medical journal journalists

o “Tracking retractions and related issues
in scholarly publications”

e Analysis, commentary, etc.

o Updated daily
o Great links to other resources!

e Search by author, country, journal,
institution, publisher, discipline,
and reason for retraction
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Retraction Watch Tracking retrac

Author objects to retraction after he says journal ignored his queries
for three years

without comments

In 2014, a journal contacted researcher Denis Rousseau about one of his papers that had just
been published online ahead of print, raising some concerns. According to Rousseau,

he sent the journal a corrected figure “almost immediately,” which he believed addressed the
issue.

Rousseau, a cell biologist at the University Joseph Fourier in Grenoble, France, said he then

contacted the journal many times over the next three years to ask about the status of the MCB
paper — which never ended up in print — but heard nothing back.

Three years passed.

In March, the publisher finally contacted Rousseau, this time to ask him to issue a formal retraction for the
paper. And despite his objections, Molecular and Cellular Biology published a sparse retraction notice, which

provides little information about what went wrong

Read the rest of this entry »
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Incorporating retracted
articles into LIB 250,
for-credit library course



Overview of LIB 250

“Great course by the way,
sure glad | took it as a

4 Credit writing intensive and felt it
Writing Intensive was one that | actually

Online enjoyed and learned a bit
Library and Internet that | can look back on for

Research Skills future endeavors. =)”

BiaS CrUShing/Mind -Appreciative LIB 250 Student
Expanding/Gluten Free



Instructional design for retracted articles lesson
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ACRL Framework Connections

Authority Is Constructed and Contextual
Information Creation as a Process

Scholarship as Conversation




Results from W17 class

“‘What | found most interesting about
retracted articles after finding one myself

“Although | was aware of the fact that was that people want an article published
articles could be retracted, | did not So bad that they will go to the extent to give
know that you could find them on fake contact information as if no one will
databases.” find out.”

“l honestly never even heard of a “‘When learning about retracted articles, |
retracted article until this assignment. found it most interesting that after all the

It was really interesting to look at the work these scholars put into it, and the
articles that came up in my search Journal being peer-reviewed before

when | added the word “retracted”. “ publication, mistakes still seep through

the cracks.”




Incorporating retracted articles into library
Instruction

e Use to show off the limits in certain databases and launch
into a discussion on retracted articles

e |n class assignment based on what was done for LIB 250

e A game to find the most outrageous reason an article was
retracted with students voting in class




Conclusion



Retracted articles: ‘self-correction’ method of
scholarly publishing

e Article violates a professional code of ethics
e Wide variety of reasons for articles to be retracted

e BUT... retracted articles account for a small % of scholarly
articles




Each publisher/journal handles retractions
differently

e Retraction notices give varying levels of detail about the

reason for the retraction
o Retraction Watch tries to provide transparency

e Additional sources of information

o Institution/governmental investigations
o News source (example: The Chronicle of Higher Education)

e COPE Retraction Guidelines



http://retractionwatch.com
http://retractionwatch.com
http://www.chronicle.com/
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf

Retracted articles and information literacy

e Unique way to get students to explore different databases
o LIB 250 students really like searching for retracted
articles!
e Not meant for students to distrust scholarly publishing
o Rather gives them a healthy dose of skepticism
o ACRL Framework: Scholarship as Conversation,
Authority is Constructed and Contextual, Information
Creation as Process




Questions?

Joanna Thielen | Research Data and Science Librarian |
jthielen@oakland.edu

Shawn McCann | Business and Informatics Librarian |
mccann@oakland.edu
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